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more   occupied  with   the  best   manner   of  culti-
vating   land   than   with   anything    that    passed
around him.    The man whom  he   esteemed   the
most   was   M.   de  la   Riviere,   a   Counsellor   of
Parliament, who was also  Intendant   of  Martini-
que;   he  looked   upon   him   as   a   man   of  the
greatest genius, and thought him the only person
fit for the financial department of administration.
The Countess  d'Estrades,   who   owed   every-
thing to Madame de Pompadour, was incessantly
intriguing against  her.     She  was   clever  enough
to destroy all proofs of her manoeuvres, but she
could not so easily prevent suspicion.     Her Inti*
mate connection with M. d'Argenson gave offence
to Madame, and, for  some  time,  she   was   more
reserved with her.    She, afterwards,  did  a thing
which   justly   irritated  the   King   and   Madame.
The King, who wrote a great deal, had written tos; he is accustomed to goarfidiouNnons he liburaUy paid-
